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NAN SUPPORTS GRASSY AND KI PLEA TO CONSULT AND ACCOMMODATE
THUNDER BAY, ON: Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) Grand Chief Stan Beardy supports leadership and
community members from Grassy Narrows First Nation and Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI), as their
demonstration this week at Queen’s Park draws further attention to Ontario’s inability to consult and
accommodate with First Nations prior to exploration and development on traditional lands.
“The people and communities of Nishnawbe Aski Nation are frustrated with the failure of Ontario and Canada to
fulfill their legal obligations to seek our communities’ prior informed consent before allowing resource companies
to log, stake and drill on their territories,” said NAN Deputy Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler who will be participating
in a march from University of Toronto to Queen’s Park Friday. “It’s time for all First Nations to make common
cause in a campaign to demand that our treaty partners (Ontario and Canada) endorse the principle of free, prior
and informed consent, thereby honouring and implementing treaties.”
Political leadership and community members of Grassy and KI pitched a huge tepee outside of Queen’s park this
week to draw attention to the Government of Ontario’s inability to follow direction from the Supreme Court of
Canada (Mikisew 2005) in terms of consultation and accommodation when it comes to exploration and
development on traditional lands.
“Ontario continues to distribute mining permits to exploration companies, despite various decision from the
Supreme Court of Canada – this is an illegal process,” said KI spokesperson John Cutfeet. “It is an illegal
process, as the requirements of the Supreme Court duty to consult and accomodate are ignored by Ontario. The
Crown has failed to fulfill and observe direction from the highest court of the land.”
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI) is currently involved in a court process challenging the Ontario Mining Act
(June 2006), claiming the Act is unconstitutional as it fails to prioritize Aboriginal and Treaty rights recognized
under sec. 35 of the Canadian Constitution.
“Despite appointing the same minister to the new stand-alone Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs, the Government of
Ontario has done nothing to address the need to consult and accommodate,” said Fiddler. “Because the
opportunity for development within NAN territory is so vast, it’s in the best interests of our people to ensure
we’re involved in the process – whether it be protecting our traditional territory and cultures or partnering with
industry to ensure our people benefit in terms of resource sharing and job and skills training.”
In a support letter to Grassy Narrows First Nation Chief Simon Fobister (February 2007) Fiddler referenced the
action of the 1998 United Nations Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, calling on Canada to
“take concrete and urgent steps to restore and respect an Aboriginal land and resource base adequate to achieve a
sustainable Aboriginal economy and culture”.
Since 1998 land based disputes between First Nations, governments, and resource companies have increased.
Nishnawbe Aski Nation is a political territorial organization representing 49 First Nation communities part of
James Bay Treaty 9 and Ontario portions of Treaty 5.
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For more information please contact Jenna Young, NAN Director of Communications at (807) 625 4952 or John Cutfeet,
KI Spokesperson at (807) 627 9062.

