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NAN GRAND CHIEF DEMANDS RESPONSBILE LAND USE PLANNING
THUNDER BAY, ON: Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) Grand Chief Stan Beardy today announced the
Government of Ontario must redraft recent provincial park designation in NAN territory to include meaningful
input by NAN First Nation communities by respecting First Nations’ traditional knowledge of the land.
“Who better to participate in the process of preserving and protecting land than the original stewards of the land?”
said NAN Grand Chief Stan Beardy. “The people of Nishnawbe Aski have traditional ecological knowledge and
expertise of the lands we inhabit. By rejecting the recommendations by the people of Nishnawbe Aski, the
Government of Ontario is making irresponsible decisions when it comes to land use planning, not only for First
Nation people, but all Ontarians.”
Currently 11 First Nation communities in the northwest areas of NAN territory are demanding the Government of
Ontario remove the park designation from Fawn River, Severn River, and Pipestone River because the province
did not fulfill an adequate consultation process as ruled by the Supreme Court of Canada and as protected under
the Canadian Constitution. James Bay Treaty 9 and Treaty 5 communities opposing the park designation include
Wapekeka, Wunnumin Lake, Kingfisher Lake, Bearskin Lake, Cat Lake, North Caribou, Muskrat Dam, Sachigo
Lake, Kasabonika, Wawakapewin, and Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug.
“Our community will continue to oppose the park designation and we will continue to enforce our aboriginal
claim to our own traditional territory,” said Wapekeka First Nation Chief Norman Brown.
The purpose of the Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves Act (Bill 11, 2006) is to permanently protect a

system of provincial parks and conservation reserves, including ecosystems representative of all of
Ontario's natural regions, protecting provincially significant elements of Ontario's natural and cultural
heritage, maintaining biodiversity, and providing opportunities for compatible, ecologically sustainable
recreation.
Despite Canadian Supreme Court rulings regarding the requirement to consult and accommodate First Nations
and respect constitutionally protected Aboriginal and Treaty rights, the Government of Ontario designated parks
under Bill 11 ignoring 54 recommendations made by NAN First Nations.
“NAN First Nation communities are opposing park designation not because we don’t want to protect the land, but
because adequate consultation was not done prior,” said Beardy.

On behalf of NAN’s total 49 First Nation communities, Beardy submitted 55 recommendations to
standing committee June 2006 prior to the passing of Bill 11. One recommendation of the 55 submitted
was implemented.
“The provincial parks legislation interferes and restricts our constitutionally protected Aboriginal and treaty rights
to hunt, fish, and trap – we need to work together with the Province to meet the needs of all parties.”

Nishnawbe Aski Nation is a political organization representing 49 First Nation communities within James Bay
Treaty 9 territory – an area covering two-thirds of the province of Ontario.
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