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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NAN COMMUNITY MEMBER REGAINS STATUS IN COURT WIN
THUNDER BAY, ON: Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) Deputy Grand Chief Alvin
Fiddler applauds an Ontario Superior court decision correcting the abandonment of legal
Indian status under the Government of Canada’s enfranchisement policy of 1951,
encouraging NAN community members who have been denied Indian status due to
ancestral enfranchisement to ensure their process was fairly administered.
Fiddler’s comments follow a March 5th Ontario Superior Court ruling where
Matachewan First Nation member Laura Flood regained legal status under the Indian Act.
"The case opens the door for First Nation people, not only within NAN territory, but
across Ontario, who may have lost their Indian status in a similar fashion,” said NAN
Deputy Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler who’s responsible for the justice portfolio at NAN. “I
encourage all NAN members and First Nations across Ontario in this situation to request
copies of the enfranchisement records from Indian and Northern Affairs Canada to
confirm their validity. If one community member was stripped of their status without
their knowledge and consent, others likely have been too”.
Laura Flood lost her Indian status in 1952 as a result of the Government of Canada’s
enfranchisement policy requiring Indian persons to surrender their legal status as an
Indian in exchange for Canadian Citizenship and the right to hold land in fee simple.
Flood, together with her daughter Dorothy Flood and granddaughter Angel Larkman,
challenged her 1952 enfranchisement on the basis that she did not know what she was
signing at the time and that she did not speak or read English. The enfranchisement
application provided to the Government of Canada on her behalf was prepared
by an Indian agent, which the Chief of her community had her sign.
“This is an important decision for all those that have been denied ‘status’ because their
ancestors’ enfranchisement”, said Aboriginal Legal Services Toronto Executive Director
Kimberly Murray who represented the family in the case that’s been ongoing since 1996.
“Enfranchisement was an oppressive policy designed to assimilate Aboriginal people
and, in this case, was used by the Government of Canada to deprive the Flood family of
their identity.”
An estimated 7000 Aboriginal Canadians lost their legal status as Indians through
enfranchisement during the 1950s and 1960s.

Status is an important social value in First Nation communities. Aboriginal people with
status qualify for rights and benefits, such as non-insured health benefits and post
secondary education funding.
“Indian" is a legal term. A person whose name was on a band list or a central Indian
registry in Ottawa was a “status Indian”. At times, many persons were arbitrarily struck
off that list by Indian Affairs Department officials, and women lost their status under the
Indian Act if they married non-Indians.
Nishnawbe Aski Nation is a political territorial organization representing 49 First Nation
communities within James Bay Treaty 9 territory and the Ontario portions of Treaty 5.
Matachewan First Nation is one of NAN’s communities.
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