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NAN WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT PROJECT RECEIVES POSITIVE RESPONSE
AS THEY EMBARK ON THEIR SECOND YEAR
THUNDER BAY, ON: Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) Deputy Grand Chief RoseAnne
Archibald together with the NAN Women’s Council are happy to announce the successful
completion of the first year of the NAN Women’s Development Project and are excited to
begin the second year of this program.
“We are very excited about this project and the positive response it has received over the past
year. The project is helping women to grow in their own capacity so that they can continue to
contribute positively to their community and to all of NAN,” said NAN Deputy Grand Chief
RoseAnne Archibald.
The NAN Women’s Development Project takes a groundbreaking and strategic approach to
building healthy, vibrant communities, including the development of women’s circles in each
of NAN’s 49 communities (16 / year) as well a video documentary capturing the progress and
impact of the project. The project also features development training and capacity building
workshops.
“We have received an overwhelming response from our workshops at the community level,”
said NAN Women’s Council member and workshop facilitator Theresa Sutherland. “At a
recent workshop the women were so shy when we began until I started to speak their language.
I could immediately see these women come out of their shells as they began to participate
wholeheartedly. You could tell they felt empowered,” continued Sutherland.
The project has been made possible by a grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) of
$536,500 over three years which is being utilized to develop the capacity of women as leaders
to achieve healthier communities within NAN territory – an area covering two-thirds of the
province of Ontario. Significant funding was also received from Status of Women Canada and
the Ontario Women’s Directorate.
“The reaction from women in the communities is different than I have seen before. Women are
growing intellectually and spiritually, people are happier. Each workshop takes on a life of its
own as the direction of each is dictated by the participants,” said NAN Director of Women’s
Development Christine Simard. “The project has also had a positive impact on the NAN
Women’s Council and NAN staff. We have had the opportunity to grow as well,” said Simard.

Nishnawbe Aski Nation is an Aboriginal political organization representing 49 First
Nation communities within James Bay Treaty 9 and Ontario’s portion of Treaty 5. The
NAN Women’s Council, established in 2004, ensures the on-going involvement of
women in the decision making process of NAN.
The Ontario Trillium Foundation is an agency of the Government of Ontario. For 25
years, it has supported the growth and vitality of communities across the province. OTF
continues to strengthen the capacity of the volunteer sector through investments in
community-based initiatives. For more information, please visit
www.trilliumfoundation.org.
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