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NAN LEADERS SAY LAFORME LETTER DOES INJUSTICE TO PROCESS,
TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION SHOULD NOT BE
JEOPARDIZED BY PERSONAL AGENDAS
THUNDER BAY, ON: Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) Grand Chief Stan Beardy and Deputy
Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler say the resignation letter of Justice Harry LaForme threatens to
undermine the important priorities of the Residential Schools Truth and Reconciliation
Commission which is to hear from Survivors and promote truth and reconciliation.
“It was expected that, consistent with the ways of our communities, the work of the Commission
would proceed on the basis of consensus. The terms of reference for the Commission were
established through an agreement between the Assembly of First Nations and the Government of
Canada and nowhere in the agreement is it contemplated that two Commissioners are to submit to
the will of the other Commissioner” said NAN Grand Chief Stan Beardy, who was in the House
of Commons for the Prime Minister’s historic apology to residential school survivors on June 11,
2008. “NAN is challenging the Government of Canada to work with all affected parties in a
consultative process aimed at selecting a new Chair and supporting the work of the Commission.”
LaForme, an Aboriginal judge with the Ontario Court of Appeal, has chaired the residentialschool commission since April. He resigned Monday due to what he called an “incurable
problem” between himself and his two government-appointed commissioners. His letter of
yesterday states:
“The two Commissioners are unprepared to accept that the structure of the
Commission requires that the TRC’s course is to be charted and its
objectives are to be shaped ultimately through the authority and leadership
of its Chair.”
“We have been saying all along that those advising Justice LaForme have simply got it wrong.
By engaging in this kind of unfortunate language, Justice LaForme has taken the focus away from
helping Survivors and placed regrettable focus on internal politics that have little to do with the
important mandate of the Commission. Justice LaForme’s resignation letter is proof of our
position that the Truth and Reconciliation Commission has been undermined by serious divisions
based on bad advice.” said NAN Deputy Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler. “This is not a Government
Commission nor anyone’s personal Commission. It belongs to the parties, especially the
Survivors. The challenge now is for all the parties - Survivors, First Nations leaders, Church
officials and the Government of Canada – to work together to set the Commission on the right
path.”

NAN applauded LaForme’s appointment as chair of the Commission but has been critical of the
process, especially LaForme’s selection of Owen Young as Senior Counsel to the Commission.
Young was Crown Counsel in the high-profile legal battle between Kitchenuhmaykoosib
Inninuwug (KI) First Nation and junior exploration company Platinex Inc., and called for a
“financial penalty that hurts” during proceedings against the KI leadership in Ontario Superior
Court on January 25, 2008. Young has now resigned from the Commission.
Approximately 5,000 NAN members attended residential schools. Since 2005, NAN has publicly
urged for a formal apology by the Prime Minister of Canada and the continuation of programs
focused on individual and community healing for the 90 percent of NAN members who have
been impacted by the residential school system.
“It is tragic that Justice LaForme lost sight of the goal of the Commission, which was the
acknowledgement of injustice and the beginning of the healing process for residential school
survivors and their families,” said NAN Deputy Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler. “We urge the
government to work with the parties to ensure that residential school Survivors secure the truth,
justice and reconciliation they deserve.”
Nishnawbe Aski Nation is a political territorial organization representing 49 First Nation
communities in James Bay Treaty 9 and Ontario portions of Treaty 5 – an area covering two
thirds of the province of Ontario.
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