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NAN DISMAYED AS INQUEST PROCEEDINGS NOT BROADCAST
INTO KASHECHEWAN AS PROMISED
TORONTO, ON: Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) Deputy Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler,
together with Kashechewan Chief Johnathon Solomon and Eileen Wesley were dismayed to
learn the promised live broadcast of inquest proceedings involving a fatal fire that claimed
the lives of two Kashechewan community members from a Toronto courthouse into the First
Nation did not take place.
“The Coroner’s Office promised Kashechewan’s community members that they would be
able to follow all of the proceedings via a live feed that they would supply,” said Nishnawbe
Aski Nation (NAN) Deputy Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler at the conclusion of Day 1 of the
proceedings. “They did not deliver on that promise.”
James Goodwin and Ricardo Wesley died in a tragic jail fire at a Nishnawbe-Aski Police
Service (NAPS) detachment in Kashechewan on January 8, 2006 while the community was
powerless to help them. The tragedy garnered national attention on the inadequacies of
resources provided to First Nation communities for adequate policing and fire suppression
services.
Kashechewan Chief Johnathon Solomon said Francine J. Wesley Secondary School had
given up one of its classrooms for the five weeks slotted for the inquest in order to
accommodate the needs of the First Nation’s community members.
“The fire that occurred in our community was tragic and affected many of our people,” he
said. “Seeing the inquest as it unfolds is extremely important to my people as it will assist in
their healing. However, they were not able to follow along and are now expressing their
frustration.”
Eileen Wesley, Ricardo Wesley’s mother, could not attend the inquest in Toronto as the
Coroner’s Office would only pay to bring two members of each affected family from the First
Nation to the city to watch the inquest in person.
“I went to the school along with many other community members hoping to be able to follow
along as they discussed the circumstances surrounding my son’s death and how they might be
able to prevent those types of deaths in the future,” she said. “Instead, I was told there would
be no broadcast as they were having ‘technical difficulties.’ I feel extremely anxious, let
down and left out of this whole process. I’m unhappy not knowing what was said about my
son.”

The inquest into the deaths of Ricardo Wesley and James Goodwin resumed Monday at the
Toronto Coroners Courts with Dr. David Eden presiding as inquest coroner.
Kashechewan First Nation, a remote fly-in community along the west coast of James Bay
with a population of 1,600 people, has trained a volunteer fire department and has acquired
fire trucks which will not be delivered to the community until a fire hall, which is currently
under construction, is completed. Until all the equipment is in place, the community will
continue to be unable to respond to fires.
Nishnawbe Aski Nation is a political territorial organization representing 49 First Nation
communities in James Bay Treaty 9 and Ontario portions of Treaty 5 – an area covering two
thirds of the province of Ontario.
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