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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NAN CONTINUES TO BE IGNORED BY THE PROVINCIAL
GOVERNMENT REGARDING BILL 191 ( The Far North Act)
THUNDER BAY, ON: Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) Grand Chief Stan Beardy stated
today that First Nations in the Far North, and their obvious opposition to Bill 191,
continues to be ignored by the Provincial Government. This, following the decision by
the Ontario Legislature Thursday, to hear Third Reading of Bill 191 despite loud protest
and calls for abolishment from Northern Ontario.
“The voices of First Nations people in Northern Ontario continue to fall on deaf ears,”
said NAN Grand Chief Stan Beardy. “The Premier of Ontario has failed to honor his
promise to NAN First Nations that Bill 191 would not become legislation without our
support. In yesterday’s Question Period, Premier McGuinty could not answer as to
whether he intended to keep his word. It is obvious that his words mean very little and
his promises even less.”
Since Bill 191 was first introduced in June 2009, Nishnawbe Aski people have
maintained their united position that it does not respect Aboriginal and Treaty Rights nor’
the inherent rights of First Nations. NAN First Nations have not been properly consulted
on Bill 191, despite the Ontario Government’s attempts to publicize otherwise, and have
strong concerns regarding the proposed legislation including the 225,000 square
kilometers of boreal forest that will be protected in Northern Ontario - leaving minimal
opportunity for economic growth.
“If Bill 191 passes Third Reading, we will not recognize the legislation,” said Beardy.
“Through the Treaty making process we are recognized as a nation under International
Law. When we made Treaty with the British Crown, we never gave up the right to
govern ourselves or our custodial rights to the land. We will never give up our rights. We
have put the Province on notice that if this Bill passes, there will be conflict and no
certainty for developments of any kind in the North.”
NAN leadership, community members and supporters staged a two-day rally at Queen’s
Park this week demanding the Ontario Government withdraw Bill 191. Attendance at the
Standing Committee on General Governance meeting, saw NAN Chiefs and membership
walk out en masse proclaiming that the Ontario Government “should be ashamed of
themselves,” for continuing to ignore the North and the rights of First Nations people
when the committee agreed by vote to submit amendments on the Bill. On Thursday, the

group marched out of Question Period when Premier McGuinty could not answer to his
own promise of a year ago.
Nishnawbe Aski Nation is a political territorial organization representing 49 First Nation
communities in James Bay Treaty 9 and Ontario portions of Treaty 5 – an area covering
two thirds of the province of Ontario.
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