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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CANADIAN BOREAL FOREST AGREEMENT (CBFA)


The Canadian Boreal Forest Agreement (CBFA) was signed in May 2010. The
CBFA signatories are 21 forest companies who are members of the Forest
Products Association of Canada (FPAC) and nine environmental organizations.



The CBFA purports to regulate the forests and expropriate massive protected
areas without the free, prior and informed consent of First Nations. This makes a
mockery of self-serving provisions in the CBFA, such as section 8, which claims
the CBFA is „without prejudice‟ to Treaty and Aboriginal rights. Section 12
requires signatories to act as virtual spies and fellow travelers among First
Nations. In this section, signatories are committed to monitoring any „third
parties‟ that may oppose the CBFA, and informing on them. This double agent
role is viewed as one of the most distasteful and unseemly aspects of the CBFA,
and calls into question its integrity.



By Goal #1 of the CBFA, the forestry companies obtain the monumental
concession that they can continue with existing forestry management standards.
The companies will not have to build a new set of standards from scratch. In
effect, it will be business as usual in the non-protected area.



The unilateral CBFA scheme for the vast protected area violates the land and
resource stewardship rights given to First Nations by the Creator. The deliberate
exclusion of First Nations from the CBFA violates the domestic and international
legal obligation to consult and accommodate First Nations when a proposed
measure affects First Nation land, resources, and other rights. The CBFA is a
direct attack on the spirit and intent of Treaty No. 9 and Treaty No. 5. The
Elders‟ wisdom is that these Treaties guaranteed an equitable sharing of lands and
resources of the NAN territory.



In May 2010, Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) Grand Chief Stan Beardy stated in
a press release that the CBFA disrespects First Nations rights and ‘was made
without our knowledge and treats NAN as a stakeholder – not a government’



On October 19, 2010, NAN Grand Chief Stan Beardy, Manitoba Keewatinowi
Okimakanak Grand Chief David Harper and Algonquin Nation Secretariat Grand
Chief Norman Young jointly issued a press release dismissing a meeting in Prince

George, British Columbia that was being hailed as a national meeting to discuss
the management and protection of the boreal forest in Canada. The three parties
stated that the meeting was not national in scope, and that the outcome would not
reflect a national position of First Nations regarding the CBFA.


In December 2010, NAN Chiefs-in-Assembly unanimously passed resolution
10/60 calling for the immediate termination of the CBFA.



Article 32 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP) provides, in part, that „Indigenous peoples have the right to determine
and develop priorities and strategies for the development or use of their lands or
territories and other resources‟. It also provides that First Nations are entitled to
„free and informed consent prior to the approval of any project affecting their
lands, territories or other resources”. The CBFA violates the UNDRIP, which
has been endorsed by the government of Canada.



The proposed area is subject to Aboriginal and Treaty rights guaranteed by
section 35 of the Canadian Constitution Act, 1982.



The CBFA violates several principles and commitments contained in the
Conservation and Human Rights Framework (or Conservation Initiative on
Human Rights – “CIHR”). The CIHR Framework was signed by several
international conservation organizations, including the Nature Conservancy and
the World Wildlife Fund. The Nature Conservancy is also a signatory to the
CBFA.



The CBFA is a fundamentally bad deal for most Canadians, but especially First
Nations. It is a bold and radical attempt by private interests to force the hand of
provincial and federal governments in critical policy areas such as resource
development, environmental protection, species protection and First Nation rights.
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