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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NAN TO LOOK AT NEXT STEPS FOLLOWING CALL FOR
TERMINATION OF THE CANADIAN BOREAL FOREST
AGREEMENT (CBFA)
THUNDER BAY, ON: Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) Grand Chief Stan Beardy, as
supported by NAN Chiefs-in-Assembly resolution 10/60, will be looking into taking the
next steps in the fight against the Canadian Boreal Forest Agreement (CBFA). The
decision comes after NAN Grand Chief Stan Beardy sent an open letter to the signatories
of the CBFA on February 16, 2011 calling for its termination by March 18, 2011.
“The CBFA violates the Aboriginal and Treaty rights of the people of NAN, as well as
their long-term social and economic interests,” said NAN Grand Chief Stan Beardy.
“The Agreement was negotiated in secret, without any form of involvement or even
notice for First Nations. This is not acceptable.”
Within the terms of the CBFA, the signatories are proposing to regulate forest
management practices across 72.3 million hectares of boreal forest in Canada – 11.8 in
Ontario, and have targeted 29 million hectares of boreal forest to be protected from
modern economic development. The two main forest blocks in Ontario covered by this
Agreement are mostly within NAN territory or adjacent to it. The new proposed
protected area is in addition to the existing massive protected area, or „super-park‟, of
approximately 225,000 square kilometers mandated by Ontario‟s recently passed Far
North Act. The combination of existing parks, the CBFA, and Ontario‟s Far North Act
represents more than half of the NAN First Nations Treaty inheritance.
The CBFA violates the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP) (2007), which provides, in Article 32, that First Nations are entitled to „free
and informed consent prior to the approval of any project affecting their lands or
territories or their resources’.
“NAN communities are the number one victims in Canada of the radical boreal forest
agenda by the CBFA signatories. This can only be characterized as an international
disgrace and tragedy. It is essential that the signatories go back to the drawing board and
engage First Nations in a respectful dialogue consistent with the domestic and
international obligations of Canada, including those set out by in the UNDRIP,” said
Beardy.

The CBFA, including the next steps, will be discussed at the NAN Winter Chiefs
Assembly March 22-24, 2011 in Timmins ON.
Nishnawbe Aski Nation is a political territorial organization representing 49 First Nation
communities in James Bay Treaty No. 9 and Ontario portions of Treaty No. 5 – an area
covering two thirds of the province of Ontario.
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