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NAN FLAGS YET ANOTHER ONTARIO CABINET WITHOUT A
STAND-ALONE MINISTER FOR ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

THUNDER BAY, ON: Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) Grand Chief Stan Beardy says
once again the Premier of Ontario is expressing his lack of commitment to make
Aboriginal Affairs in Ontario a priority. Today, Premier McGuinty announced his
newest Cabinet which consists of one Minister responsible for both Municipal Affairs
and Housing, and Aboriginal Affairs.

“It is blatantly obvious that once again, Premier McGuinty is expressing his very little
regard for Aboriginal Affairs and working to resolve concerns by First Nations people in
Ontario, as he does not see the merit of having a stand-alone minister responsible for
working with us,” said NAN Grand Chief Stan Beardy. “With the enormous potential for
development in the North, First Nations are now — more than ever demanding their Treaty
and Aboriginal rights be respected when dealing with matters affecting their homelands
but Premier McGuinty continues to disregard those rights. It’s essential that there be a
Cabinet minister at the Ontario level fully dedicated to work with us to create a mutually
beneficial relationship.”

Kathleen Wynne is now the Minister responsible for Municipal Affairs and Housing as
well as being responsible for the Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs. As stated in the
recommendations from Ipperwash, a Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs should have a
dedicated minister and its own deputy Minister.

Nishnawbe Aski Nation is a political territorial organization representing 49 First Nation
communities in James Bay Treaty No. 9 and Ontario portions of Treaty No. 5 — an area
covering two thirds of the province of Ontario.

For more information please contact Amy Harris, Director of Communications —
Nishnawbe Aski Nation (807)625-4906 or (807) 252-2806 cell or by email
aharris@nan.on.ca
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