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RCMP REPORT SHOWS NEED FOR NATIONAL INQUIRY
INTO MISSING AND MURDERED ABORIGINAL WOMEN
OTTAWA: Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) Deputy Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler says the report
released today by the Royal Canadian mounted Police (RCMP) documenting nearly 1,200
murdered and missing Aboriginal women is a positive step to uncovering the full extent of this
violence and shows the need for a comprehensive national inquiry.
“The RCMP report is a positive step but doesn’t capture the full extent of this tragedy as it only
includes women murdered between 1980 and 2012, leaving us to wonder how many more
lives have been lost without a trace,” said NAN Deputy Grand Chief Alvin Fiddler, who holds the
women’s directorate portfolio. “It is alarming that the number of documented cases is much
higher than previous estimates, and all the more reason for the government to call an inquiry
to fully investigate the scope of these disappearances.”
Missing and Murdered Aboriginal Women: A National Operational Overview documents the
overrepresentation of Aboriginal women from homicide and disappearances. It found 1,181
cases of murdered and missing women between 1980 and 2012, significantly more than
previous estimates. Of those cases, 1,017 have been identified as murdered, with 225 unsolved
cases including 120 unsolved homicides and 105 missing.
“The Harper government was quick to respond to the recent crisis in Nigeria following the
tragic abduction of school children yet refuses to commit to an inquiry into the disappearance
of hundreds of Aboriginal women and girls despite the growing number of cases documented
by police,” said Fiddler. “We agree on the need for a national plan of action to prevent further
violence, but it is critical that a national inquiry be held to fully determine the scope of these
disappearances and provide accountability and justice for all of these families.”
Beginning on Mother’s Day (Sunday, May 11), the NAN Women’s Council led a 24-hour
ceremonial drumming, Honouring Our Missing Sisters: A 24-hour Sacred Gathering of Drums, on
Victoria Island. They were joined Monday on Parliament Hill by representatives of women’s
organizations, First Nation and other political leaders demanding a national public inquiry.

Aboriginal women are three times more likely to become the target of violence than nonAboriginal women, according to a recent report from the Special Committee on Violence
Against Indigenous Women, Invisible Women: A Call to Action. It found that Aboriginal women
accounted for at least eight per cent of homicide victims in Canada between 2004 and 2010,
despite accounting for only four per cent of the female population.
First Nation leaders were dismayed that it failed to recommend a national public inquiry; the
second time in nearly two years that a parliamentary committee failed to recommend action to
fully address the disproportionately high levels of violence against Aboriginal women in
Canada.
Nishnawbe Aski Nation is a political territorial organization representing 49 First Nation communities in James Bay
Treaty No. 9 and Ontario portions of Treaty No. 5 – an area covering two thirds of the province of Ontario in Canada.
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